
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP, PARTICIPATION IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

AND MANAGEMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

The Angie Brooks International Centre (ABIC), ABIC is a direct outcome of the 2009 

International Colloquium on Women’s Empowerment, Leadership Development, 

International Peace and Security, held in 2009 in Monrovia, Liberia, which was co-

convened in Liberia under the Presidencies of Taja Halonen of Finland and Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf of Liberia. 

ABIC responds to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on the subject of Women’s 

Involvement in the promotion of peace and security, throughout the African Continent 

under the Centre’s Flagship product the innovative Women’s Situation Room (WSR) 

which has received accolades from all quarters, including the UN Security Council and 

the African Union, amongst others. President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the Champion of 

the Room 

 
Co-conveners President Sirleaf Johnson and President Tarja Halonen of Finland, with 

Ms. Gadhafi, President Adoul Wade of Senegal and President Paul Kagame of Rwanda 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPRECIATIONS OF THE WOMEN’S SITUATION ROOM (WSR) 

The significance and appreciation of the work of the Women Situation Room by several 

Partners and Institutions are presented below: 

The Commonwealth Secretariat Observer Group at the Ugandan Elections 

 

African Women Development Fund (AWDF) 

The African Women Development Fund (AWDF) has financed various delegations of 

youth and Eminent Women to bring their expertise and rich knowledge in rolling out the 

process to ensure peace before, during and after elections, in multiple countries including 

Ghana, Liberia and Sierra Leone. The AWDF sponsored the first ever Youth Gang 

Summit during elections in the history of the world, during the 2016 elections in Ghana. 

This summit brought together diverse youth from two Mano River Union countries; 

Liberia and Sierra Leone, to bring their experience to support the youth in Ghana. This 

was a milestone of the WSR in ensuring that it is committed to building a network of 

youth peace activists across the sub region. At the same time the ECOWAS as well as the 

UN Office of the Secretary General in West Africa and the Sahel financed the 

participation of youth. 

The AWDF was also strategic in supporting African Eminent Women to the Situation 

Room in Sierra Leone during the 2018 elections in these activities. 

UN Security Council acknowledges the work of WSR 

At the 7717 meeting of the United Nations Security Council held on 15th June 2016  in 

connection with the Council’s consideration of the item entitled “Women and peace 



security” , the statement of the President of the Security Council, Mogens Lykketott, 

highlighted the Women’s Situation Room and acknowledged how it has helped to prevent 

mitigate the eruption and escalation of violence, interracial through observing and 

monitoring and by engaging stakeholders in constructive dialogue and peace advocacy. 

Excerpt of the President of the Security Council’s statement is as follows: 

 

UN Resident Coordinator - Ghana 

The UN Resident Coordinator in Ghana, Ms. Christine Evans-Klock, put this initiative 

for peaceful and inclusive elections in Ghana in perspective. She reminded the Ghanaian 

gathering that it was the recognition of the vital role women play as proven agents of 

change in achieving and sustaining peace, that the UN Security Council in 2000 had 

passed its historic resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. It calls for women to 

participate in peacebuilding and in ensuring peaceful elections. By choosing to use the 

Women’s Situation Room mechanism to promote peaceful elections, Ghanaian women 

were fulfilling one of the aspirations of this UN Security Council Resolution. 

The WSR rallies women, youth, religious and traditional leaders and institutions, media, 

and development partners to ensure a peaceful electoral process which empowers women 

to exercise their civil rights and influence the pathways of their nations. Some 10,000 

people joined the march for peace, from women’s group, youth organization, and women 

leader of the various political parties across all 10 regions of the country. The success of 

the WSR as a powerful peacebuilding platform led to its adoption by women leaders and 

elders in Ghana.  

 

 

 

The women leaders of the WSR Ghana 

 

 



United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS) 

UNOWAS, under the leadership of H.E. Dr. Ibn Chambas continues to be one of the major 

sponsors of the ECOWAS Youth solidarity Mission for the WSR. Dr. Chambas also 

continues to grace the Youth Room with his presence to engage with the gangs in 

countries where the WSR has been replicated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Chambas paid a courtesy call to engage with the Youth in Ghana 

 

Conclusions 

Under the championship of the WSR, as designated by the African Union, the innovation 

of the Women’s Situation Room actually gave “teeth” to the UNSCR 1325 not only for 

Liberian women but for women throughout the African Continent, to the extent that other 

regions are asking for its replication. 

Particular appreciation is owed to the various partners for their support to ABIC and the 

Women’s Situation Room in particular - while its Champion proved the power behind its 

success and extraordinary women. Key among the partners were the UN System - notably 

UNDP; UNFPA; UNMIL; UNITAR; ECOWAS; UNOWAS; UN Women; Government 

of Norway; African Women Development Fund and Urgent Action Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


